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Streaming video clip 





The image has been archived, but without its associated comments. 



How do we build upon the successes of digital repositories of  
medieval manuscripts? 



 

The basic institutional model has been to make high quality 
scans, put them in a repository online, and hope that 
researchers take a look at them. 
 



Images of the Ransom 
Center’s Fragments on 
Flickr accessed by Google 



Historically, medieval manuscript leaves, 
fragments, and binding waste have received 
considerably less attention than bound codices.  



Sets of images of binding waste on the Ransom Center’s Flickr Page 











Screenshot of account stats showing 14,015 total views as of 10/10/2012 



There is a healthy interest in 
images  of medieval manuscript 
fragments  
 
Overall ratio of contributions to 
views was quite low 
 
But 
 
More contributions in the coming 
years likely 
 



Crowdsourcing programmer and creator of FromthePage deems 
the Ransom Fragments Project a success 
 
Whether the project is a success in terms of scholarship remains to 
be seen. 



Survey details: 
 
• Includes 78 individual volumes 
• Circa 79 fragments 

 
• Spans 8 centuries 

 
• Circa 8 geographic regions 

 
• Diverse representation of scripts 
• texts and binding styles 

 
• Parchment bindings are the most 

frequent 
 

• 7 of 79 fragments too heavily 
abraded to be identified 

 
 



• All images have been viewed at least once  
 

• 73 out of 225 images have comments.  
 

• 21 fragments out of those 72 have been 
positively identified or attributed to print 
editions available online  
 

• 13 fragments now include rough 
transcriptions or other relevant information.  
 

• Within 4 months, contributors provided 
relevant information for 51% of all 
identifiable fragments. 



Power-Law Distribution: 10% of contributors provide 90% of 

contributions on Wikipedia 



Text in Google books 
matching script on 
fragment 

Contributor provides 
link to text on google 
books matching script 
on fragment and 
offers a transcription 



So… what’s next?  A few possibilities: 

1. Utilize Flickr as the primary way to provide 
the public with digital access to these objects. 
 

2. Create or use a different content management 
and software platform that participating 
institutions can use to upload images with an 
interface customized for fragments and 
binding waste and a more tightly controlled 
collaborative environment. 
 

3. Maintain the more traditional standard of 
uploading images to Digital Scriptorium or 
individual institutional repositories. 

 
 
 



Digital Papyrology and their platform Papyrological 
Navigator at Papyri.info provide the closest approximation 
to what serious manuscript scholars might want.  



Problems with Integrating Digital Papyrology as model: 
 
• No large databases of already digitized binding waste and fragments 
• Manuscript binding waste --a complex 3-D structure 
• Binding structures are of equal importance to the text/s they contain  
• Designed by academics, for academics 
 



Despite its advantages, there are drawbacks to using Flickr 
 
(Screenshot of Yale Law Library’s binding fragments page on Flickr) 



“The papyrus folks have broad support both from institutions 
with major holdings and from senior scholars.  There is also a 
strong ethos of quality control which manifests itself in rigorous 
vetting of comments and the ability not to post things that are 
not well substantiated.  So there is expertise plus process plus 
the commitment of a core group of people who are known to be 
seasoned papyrologists.” 



Crowdsourcing and collaboration 
re a late medieval English binding 
fragment—errors are inevitable. 



“You have not done well to publish your books of oral 
doctrine; for what is there now that we excel others in, if 
those things which we have been particularly instructed 
in be laid open to all?” 





 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ransom_center_fragments/sets/ 
 
http://www.facebook.com/HarryRansomCenterFragments 

 
Or just “google” ransom center fragments 
 
Micah.erwin@austin.utexas.edu 
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